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Doing Uniface Differently
Uniface 6, 7, 8 and 9 with an Eclipse 
IDE and other things you can do with 
Uniface Source in Text files
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Agenda
‣ About March Hare Software

‣ What is UD6

‣ Planning the Eclipse IDE

‣ Eclipse IDE - Available Now

‣ Demonstrate Eclipse IDE for Uniface

‣ Not the Eclipse IDE - a customer story

‣ Where to from here?
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March Hare Software
• Started in Sydney Australia in 1996, 

expanded to UK in 2004 and to New York, 
USA in 2006.  Our UD6 Uniface driver first 

released in 1999, first sale 2000.

• Product company - focus is on Change 
Management, Version Control and Quality

• Mixture of Proprietary and Open Source

• Not all customers are programmers/IT

• All products include source code



Copyright © 2013 March Hare Software Ltd Nov. 27, 2013

About Us

Sydney
London

New York
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What is UD6?

... what is this 
product, and 

why do so many 
Uniface 

customers see 
it as vital?
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Uniface natively stores its source code as 
rows in database tables.

Uniface Source DB
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UD6 is a database we sell specifically for 
Uniface developers that stores Uniface 
source code in text files.

Uniface source in text
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When the source code is in text files many 
other toolchains become accessible:

Enablement

Build (Make, Maven)

Version Control (CVS)

Automation (Jenkins)

Release

Quality Control (Sonar)

Agile Development
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Work Sandboxed
You can do Agile development working in a 
sandboxed environment
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You can do traditional Uniface team 
development

Share your work
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DHL: Editor Analyser
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Carphone: Analyser
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CGI: CI with build
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Why another IDE?

?
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Why another IDE?
Compuware are actively collaborating with 
customers looking to improve the IDF.
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Why another IDE?

Alternative

choice is a good thing.
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Why an alternative IDE?
The existing or a new IDF may not be ideal:

most of your team use a ‘standard’ editor
when many technologies are in use the rates of 
error are higher when switching editors 
you rely on workflow embedded into the editing 
environment, e.g.: MyLyn, Agile
an editor that is customizable through open 
source has particular advantages to your team.
develop using Linux, Mac OS X, HP-UX etc.
you need to improve productivity without a 
Uniface upgrade.
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Not looking like IDF
Inheritance look and feel is standardised
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Language helpers
The Eclipse Java IDE has language 
helpers for Java – we can adapt it to 
Uniface.
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Display code not XML
Unified and easy to ready navigate source.
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load XML
Load the XML from text files
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Format Triggers

Display the XML as source code

Inherited

Override
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Format Properties

Display the XML as declarative code

Override

Inherited
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Diagramming (not done)

SAMPLE_MASTER

SAMPLE_CHILD

Display the structure in some diagram
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write XML

XML is usually position agnostic, but UD6 
source cannot be.
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   The Eclipse IDE has no knowledge of 
how to compile Uniface components, so 
call the Uniface IDE to compile (just like 
java/c++).

            idf.exe /frm

compile
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Mockup - Vaporware
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Available Now



Copyright © 2013 March Hare Software Ltd Nov. 27, 2013

Smart Navigation
Procs, Variables in Tree
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Refactor - xtext
Refactor Alt-Shift-R
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Auto-complete - xtext
Declaration Ctrl-Space
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Find
Search Ctrl-H
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Find references
Search Ctrl-Shift-G
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Multi-Trigger editor
Does not require new functionality in IDF
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Trigger Inheritance
Inheritance of triggers and external variations
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Quickly test and 
verify web 
services

Web Services Explorer
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All standard shortcuts
Multiple Undo levels: Ctrl-Z
Cut: Ctrl-X
Copy: Ctrl-C
Paste: Ctrl-V
etc.
etc.
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“Innovation has nothing to do with 
how many R&D dollars you have. 

When Apple came up with the Mac, 
IBM was spending at least 100 

times more on R&D. It’s not about 
money. It’s about the people you 
have, how you’re led, and how 

much you get it.”

Steve Jobs
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Why Eclipse?
If there is a reason to have another IDE:

Leverage the work of thousands of other 
developers and the skills of millions
Don’t need to ‘guess’ how developers most like to 
work and what features they really find useful in 
an IDE - we’re using crowdsourced data from a 
successful IDE
Can be open to customer customization, and 
customer directed feature development
Improve efficiency in teams which are already or 
will need to be multi-skilled by making it easier to 
train other programmers in using Uniface tools 
and development processes.
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Your team can use a mix of both the IDF 
and the Eclipse IDE at the same time.

IDF and Eclipse
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New web 
site to show 

customer 
stories - real 

developers 
using 

Uniface in 
the real 

world
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Planned phases are:
Initial Proof-of-concept
XText Widget and Multi-Trigger Editor
Model editor, model wizards, Web Services explorer
Provide Source code and Contributor process
Usable TODAY (primarily for contributors)

Language definitions, more properties, more patterns
Add new component, change detection, local reg., ...
Formpic diagramming & ‘all properties’ window
June 2014 cut-off for community code contributions
Stable release some time after June 2014

UD6IDE Open Source

we are here
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Eclipse IDE for Uniface

A multi-developer Eclipse IDE for 
Uniface that is still compatible with 
the dbms driven IDF compiler & 
existing dictionary fast forms.
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Thank You
& Questions


